
Günter Lang � Vancouver Visit � 24 March 2015 
 
 
Günter Lang of Lang Consulting and Passive House Austria is an 
experienced researcher and leader in the field of Passive House, low 
energy building policy, design and construction. Hr. Lang is visiting North 
America during March 2015 and the Canadian Passive House Institute 
West (CanPHI) intends to bring him to Vancouver to share his extensive 
knowledge of Passive House projects and developments in Europe and 
beyond. 
 
On the afternoon of Tuesday 24 March CanPHI intends to hold two events 
at the downtown Vancouver campus of Simon Fraser University. 
 
At 3pm, a workshop is offered to invited guests drawn from: policy 
makers, utilities, consultants and building owners to learn more about the 
application and delivery of Passive House design principles on a 
neighbourhood basis. In particular: 
 

• the Bahnstadt district in Heidelberg, Germany completed in 2015 
with $2.6B US in new passive house apartments (5,000 dwelling 
units) and commercial buildings (7,000 work spaces), 

• the Eurogate district in Vienna, Austria – the first passive house 
district worldwide where every building meets the Passive House 
Standard, the world’s most rigorous energy-efficiency standard 

• Brussels, Belgium, where every new building constructed or 
substantially remodelled since January 1, 2015 must meet the 
Passive House Standard.  

 
A discussion is then proposed as to whether this model for low energy 
development and urban planning has a place and could be applied to the 
Metro Vancouver area. 
 
At 6pm, a public lecture on the design and construction of large scale 
Passive House buildings both new and renovated. There is perhaps a 
notion that Passive House is a domestic or residential approach to building 
design. Hr. Lang will dispel this idea and will share examples of 20 story 
glazed skyscrapers such as the RHW.2 tower in Vienna which have been 
designed, built and certified to have a fraction of the energy use 
intensity of comparable North American buildings.  
 

 
RHW.2 Tower, Vienna, Austria 
Certified Passive House Building 

 
Günter Lang, Austrian Passive 
House researcher 

 
Heidelberg, Germany 

 


